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A new year and a new start 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2022. Here’s hoping we have a safer and healthier 

year – we have so much to look forward to! 

2022 will be a year of stories, of celebration, and of learning more about our rich history. 

It will hopefully be the year when we can re-connect with each other and with our friends 

from near and far. It will also be a year of sharing our experiences, our joy and our 

passion for local history. 

 
                

Follow us on social media 

Facebook 

Search for Kilwinning Heritage 

 

 

 

Twitter 

@KilwinningH 

              

New project – Kilwinning Stories 

We are delighted that as part of Scotland’s “Year of Stories” we are working with John 

Hamilton and Paul Bristow, freelance heritage and arts story tellers. Traditional Arts & 

Culture Scotland (TRACS) is a national project which is helping smaller communities 

find and share their towns’ stories. John and Paul will be working for the next few 

months to with Kilwinning groups to create podcasts, short stories, drama, etc. They 

aim to draw together stories into an event later in the year. The committee has agreed 

to help them create  Kilwinning Stories. Because of Covid, they will start with online 

chats with individuals and groups to tell favourite stories and local anecdotes about 

Kilwinning. These will be recorded, edited into online clips and illustrated with images 

of places / events described.  

Kilwinning people are being encouraged to share their stories by Zoom, but help will 

be available to anyone who would rather have a face-to-face meeting to record their 

stories. If you’d like to take part, or if you’d like more information, you can contact 

them at storyproject@mail.com  or, you can contact me and I’ll pass your message on. 

Note that this is not a KH project, but we are assisting John and Paul to find people to 

help them. 

 

mailto:storyproject@mail.com


 

  

News 

We are keeping fingers crossed that we will be able to re-open the Tower to 

visitors this year. Provided that we can get enough volunteers to help, we 

will open at Easter. That will be Friday15 April – Monday 18 April 11.00-

3.00pm (Sunday 1.00-3.00pm). Free guided tours, open to all. 

Volunteers 

Finding new volunteers will be a top priority for 2022, as a number of our 

stalwarts in the Tower Team have dropped out for various reasons. We’re 

pleased to note a couple of new people have come forward, but we need 

more. So if you know of anyone who might have the time and energy this 

year to escort visitors up the winding stairs, please encourage them to get in 

touch. We’re offering free membership to new volunteers who sign up! 

Have you explored our 

website? 

✓ Heritage Centre 

information 

✓ History of the Abbey 

and the town  

✓ Archaeology project 

reports 

✓ Photo gallery 

✓ Free downloads 

✓ Free out-of-print 

books 

✓ Free information 

leaflets 

✓ News 

✓ FAQs 

✓ Video links 

 

Bookmark 
Bookmark will be the name of our first history authors’ day to be held in May. 

We have applied for funding to allow us to invite published authors of historical 

fiction or non-fiction to present an hour’s talk about their books. 3 authors will 

speak throughout the day. The talks will be free and open to all, and there will 

be opportunities to ask questions and join in the discussion. A fourth event will 

be aimed at young people. The project is still in its early stages, but we’ll keep 

you informed of our exciting plans as they take shape.  

An entertaining day is promised, and one not to be missed. Booking will be 

necessary, and we hope you will be able to join us for at least one of the talks. 

More information to follow. 

Note: this is being planned as a face-to-face event, venue to be decided. 

  



 

  

KH talks 

  

 

Contact us 

Christine Watson 

(Secretary) 

Email: 

kh.2011@hotmail.co.

uk 

Tel: 01294 557295 

 We kicked off our 2022 talk season with a very popular subject. ‘What’s 

With Witches?’ attracted a capacity audience who heard our own member 

Heather Upfield talk about her research into The Five Women of Kilwinning 

who were accused of witchcraft, tortured and eventually killed during this 

shocking period of Scottish history. Heather was joined by two speakers 

from the charity ‘Remembering the Accused Witches of Scotland’ who 

talked about recent developments in the campaign for justice for all who 

perished during Scotland's dark period of the Witchcraft Trials. 

Our next FREE talk on Zoom will be on Thursday 17 March at 7.00pm. While 

many North Ayrshire residents will know about the Skelmorlie Aisle in Largs, 

such lavish funerary monuments were not uncommon in previous centuries. 

Roger Griffith, author, historian, and member of KH, explores the history and 

families of four significant Ayrshire sepulchres and aisles: Bargany, Dunlop, 

Glencairn and Skelmorlie. This subject promises to be a fascinating story of 

Ayrshire clans and families of the past, their feuds and treaties, marriages 

and political maneuverings, extravagant lives and conspicuous monuments 

to their dead. Book here KH Talks - Ayrshire's Ancient Burial Aisles Tickets, 

Thu 17 Mar 2022 at 19:00 | Eventbrite 

On Thursday 28 April, our speaker will be another KH member, Chris 

Hawksworth. Last year Chris spoke to us about the history of Benslie and 

Fergushill, and proved that our “reach” is truly worldwide when supporters 

in Australia and N America signed up. Now he’s doing it again, this time with 

a talk on The Early Railways of Kilwinning. Our town’s industrial heartland 

was once criss-crossed by a network of railways. It connected the Ironworks, 

collieries, brickworks and woodmill, adding new bridges and a viaduct to the 

landscape. Glimpses of these routes are still to be seen and Chris explores 

these early railways which transformed Kilwinning's transport system in the 

nineteenth century. 

Book your place now KH Talks - The Early Railways of Kilwinning Tickets, 

Thu 28 Apr 2022 at 19:00 | Eventbrite 

mailto:kh.2011@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:kh.2011@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kh-talks-ayrshires-ancient-burial-aisles-tickets-249623730297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kh-talks-ayrshires-ancient-burial-aisles-tickets-249623730297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kh-talks-the-early-railways-of-kilwinning-tickets-258598213217?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kh-talks-the-early-railways-of-kilwinning-tickets-258598213217?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 

  

Abbey grounds 

In recent months the Abbey grounds have received some unwelcome publicity 

due to a few individuals’ anti-social behaviour. We have been thinking of ways 

to tackle the problem before further damage is done to this scheduled 

monument site. At a recent meeting in the grounds, our Chair, Craig, and Vice 

Chair, Jim met with representatives from North Ayrshire Council, Ayrshire 

Police and Historic Environment Scotland to discuss options. There are 

barriers to installing CCTV or further lighting due to the sensitivity of the site 

and the archaeological remains. A renewed focused approach is under 

consideration. KH will promote the Abbey grounds with an emphasis on the 

burial grounds, as not all local people recognise the area as a cemetery. A 

renewed awareness-raising is part of the joint strategy. Many thanks to the 

support we have received from all agencies involved in the complex 

ownership and responsibilities of the site. 

  

Coming soon 
We have seen the first drafts of the proposed new signage for the Abbey 

grounds. Two new interpretative boards will replace the existing ones. They 

will give visitors an insight into the history of the site and provide new images 

to help people to imagine the medieval abbey in all its splendour. We think 

you’ll like the finished boards when they are installed in the coming months. 

 

College connections 
For a long time we have tried to engage with the Ayrshire College, Kilwinning 

Campus, in joint projects, with some success. In the past we have developed 

a digital model of the Abbey and a design challenge in collaboration with 

students. We are delighted to say that the college is now introducing a 

Heritage module to students, and we look forward to working with the college 

on this. More news to follow. 

 

What is heritage and why does it matter? 
Heritage is valued objects and qualities such as historic buildings and cultural 

traditions that have been passed down from previous generations. We are 

happy that you can assist us in our aim to save Kilwinning’s heritage and 

preserve our stories, buildings and traditions for the future. We really 

appreciate your interest and support. Please help us spread the word about 

the work we are doing and get in touch if you have any suggestions or offers 

of help. We’d love you to get involved.  

 

Contact us 

Christine Watson  

(Secretary) 

 

Email: kh.2011@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01294 557295 
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