
 

New exhibits – Kilwinning at War 

 
A new display in the Tower features 
Kilwinning men who fought in The Great 
War.  On display are medals and 
memorabilia about 3 soldiers with very 
different stories. Sgt. Peter Edwards DCM, 
Royal Field Artillery was from Corsehill and 
enlisted in 1908, served throughout the war 
in Europe and remained in the army until 
1920. He was awarded the 1914 “Mons” 
star, the British War medal, the Victory 
medal and two oak leaf emblems and was 
mentioned in dispatches. We have his 
medals on display along with some rare silk 
greetings cards he sent from the front line. 
Pte. John Chrystie from Alexandra Terrace 
enlisted in the Royal Scots Fusiliers in 1915 
and was sent on the ill-fated Gallipoli 
campaign. He was killed in action in 
December 1915, aged 22 and is buried at 
Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery in Turkey. On 
display we have his “Death Plaque” and his 
name is engraved on the War Memorial in 
front of the Abbey Tower. Corporal Alan 
Breckenridge, Highland Light Infantry, was 
posted to France in March 1918. In his first 
engagement with the enemy he was 
captured and taken to a POW camp at 
Dulmen, where he spent the rest of the war. 
He wrote many loving letters to his 
sweetheart, Jenny Peacock Glen, who lived 
in Main Street. His letters and prison camp 
memorabilia are in our display. After the 
War, the couple married and had a 
daughter, Isabel Wilson, who became a 
teacher and was a founder member of the 
Abbey Society of Kilwinning, the first 
historical society in the town. 

Please visit the Tower and see this small but 

important exhibition (on the ground floor). 

 

New members of KH 

We are delighted to welcome new members 

Neil McCallum and his family from Abu 

Dhabi. Although we have several members 

in Canada and USA, you are our first from 

the UAE. 

We’d also like to welcome new members 

who are Tower volunteers: Leanna, 

Marianne, Erica, Alison and Edward. We are 

hopeful that you will be joined by a few 

more who are currently having 

familiarisation visits. It’s great to have you 

on board. We hope you enjoy your time with 

us. 

The Tower Lights Up for charity 

Thanks to our Chairman, Craig, who has 

worked hard to get the Council to agree to 

installing new floodlights at the Tower. After 

the success of last November’s Light Up Red 

event, we now have permanent lights which 

can change colour for special occasions. 

We’ve already had yellow and blue to 

support Ukraine, purple to support 

fibromyalgia awareness, and recently blue to 

highlight Drowning Awareness Day. 

Requests must be approved by North 

Ayrshire Council. Keep an eye open for 

what’s next! 

Our website is updated regularly with news 

and information. Please visit it, or follow us 

on Facebook and Twitter @KilwinningH 
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Celebration 

On 2nd June we took part in the Street Party in 

Main Street. We put up our lovely purple 

gazebo and we invited visitors in for a chat. 

Everyone loves old maps, and we had some 

giant ones to look at. People enjoyed 

reminiscing and writing their memories of old 

Kilwinning on the maps. Well done to Craig for 

organising this and for accessing funding from 

NAC to pay for the maps. We hope to use these 

again for future events. 

 

New Abbey signage  

We’re delighted that Historic Environment 

Scotland has replaced the tired and dilapidated 

Abbey signage. The two new interpretation 

boards are in the same locations as before, but 

are much smarter and more informative and 

have already created interest among visitors. 

Pop along and have a look! 

 

First KH outing of 2022 

Members enjoyed our first outing to West 

Kilbride Museum. A huge thank you to the 

volunteers who turned out to show us round 

and tell some interesting stories about their 

collection. Like the Tower, this museum is run 

entirely by volunteers who give up a huge 

amount of their time to keep local history alive. 

Unlike us, however, they were able to provide a 

welcome cup of tea! Thank you to those who 

turned out to support them. 

 

Ardeer Mains Farm Donation 

We were contacted recently about a collection 

of stone bottles, jars, marbles, clay pipes and 

other items that had been turned up by the 

plough at Ardeer Mains Farm. Although not 

strictly Kilwinning history, these were found 

very close to the parish boundary, so we gladly 

accepted them for display.  

 

Let’s Talk History 

Our first ever authors’ day in May was very 

successful. Thank you to the 90+ members and 

supporters who came along to this, our first in-

person event since Covid. Audiences 

throughout the day enjoyed talks from Philip 

Paris, Margaret Skea and Dane Love who talked 

about a range of topics from the Italian Chapel 

in Orkney, the Ayrshire Vendetta and 

Legendary Ayrshire. £1200 funding for this free 

event came from North Ayrshire’s Participatory 

Budgeting programme. An excellent day, 

enjoyed by all. 



The ’Pheesic Well’ 

‘P  heesic’ is a Scots 

term for ‘physic’, 

meaning medicinal. 

Kilwinning’s Pheesic 

Well was popular in 

the 16th Century, 

and was sited in the 

Byres 

Road/Stevenston 

Road area. It is said 

the building of the railway line to Ardrossan in 

1839 largely destroyed it, but the well head, 

the bit above ground, was rescued by a local 

farmer, who donated it to the Abbey. It lay 

around there until the early 1980’s when the 

Kilwinning Preservation Society made plans to 

incorporate the stone into a grand display, 

designed by IDC New Town artist Nigel Lloyd, in 

McGavin Park. However, the Park’s Centenary 

funds were insufficient, and the project was 

scaled back, but until recently it was still to be 

seen in the Park, where it was unveiled in 1989. 

(Source - Roy Lauchlan / Jim Kennedy) 

Recent refurbishments in the park have meant 

that the rockery where it was sited has been 

removed and the stone bowl from the well is 

now looking for a new home. Jeni Park has 

been cleaning and researching this object, but 

very little is known about its story. Do you 

know anything about it? Have you any 

suggestions about where it might be relocated? 

For those who like statistics . . . 

Our online talks last year attracted a total 

audience of 306. Last year our website had 

6679 unique visitors! 

MSP visits the Abbey Tower 

We were delighted to have a visit recently from 

Ruth Maguire MSP. This was Ruth’s second visit 

and she was welcomed by a group of 

volunteers. She enjoyed the climb to the roof 

and was rewarded by fantastic views of North 

Ayrshire.  

Ruth Maguire MSP (centre) with volunteers from KH 

Dates for Your Diary 

On Wednesday 10 August, our second outing 

of the year takes us to Dundonald Castle. This 

historic gem boasts historic links to the Stewart 

dynasty, the Wallace family, and the Cochranes, 

favourites of Charles II. It will be open 

exclusively for us and we will have a tour led by 

enthusiastic and knowledgeable local guides. As 

KH is subsidising this visit, it will be free to 

members and friends. If you’ve not already 

signed up, please contact Christine to book 

your place. 

Doors Open Days in Ayrshire this year will be 

on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September. 

The Abbey Tower will be joining with many 

other venues to welcome visitors from near 

and far. We will be open from 11.00-4.00 each 

day, and an extended team of volunteers will 

be required on what we hope will be a busy day 

for us.  

Also planned for the same day will be guided 

tours of the Abbey grounds. Keep an eye open 

for details. 

As part of Archaeology Month Scotland, and 

following his very popular talk on the Railways 

of Kilwinning, member Chris Hawksworth will 

be leading a guided walk to follow the route of 

some of these 19th century railways. Chris’s 

engaging style and immense knowledge will 

bring the story of Kilwinning’s forgotten 

railways to life. Sunday 25th September 1-4pm 

- limited places. Look out for further 

information and booking details. 


